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Interest in the microsporidia has extended from protozoologists and para sitologists to encompass veterinarians, entomologists, agricultural workers, and physicians specializing in such medical disciplines as infectious diseases (espe cially AIDS), pathology, gastroenterology, ophthalmology, and otorhinolaryngology. The microsporidia have become a favorite subject for biologists studying molecular phylogeny.
This volume is aimed as a comprehensive guide to microsporidiology. Chap ter 1 attempts to trace the place of the microsporidia in biology and medicine.
Chapter 2, by Vavra and Larsson, is devoted to the structure of these organisms.
This chapter illustrates in detail the unique and characteristic structural features of the members of this phylum. In addition, technical notes are provided for those who wish to undertake a study of these organisms. Chapter 3, by Cali and In chapter 12, Snowden and Shadduck describe the biology of species of mi crosporidia of higher vertebrates other than humans. They discuss the wide spread host distribution of these parasites in mammals and birds and describe in detail the life cycles, host specificity, and detection of microsporidia and the clinical presentations and pathology of microsporidian diseases of these animals.
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